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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment submitted and entered on 
August 1 5, 2005 for the application number 09/921 ,658. 

2. The pending claims 1 -7, 9-1 1 , and 1 3 through 35 are examined as follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1-7, 9-11. 13-17. and 19-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yoshikawa et al (US Pat No 6,061,516) in view of IBM Technical 
Disclosure Bulletin. "Screen Design Facility," July 1977. 

With regard to claim 1 : 

Yoshikawa relates to and discloses an online application processing system and 
method for performing application processing by gaining access to a host computer 
(also called a general-purpose or mainframe computer) via communication means. 
(Col. 1, lines 5-14). 

Yoshikawa discloses identifying a plurality of legacy computer system screen 
fields of an application, each screen field of the plurality of screen fields associated with 
at least one unit of data (Fig. 27, column 18, lines 60-67, column 19, lines 1-18); 
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Yoshikawa discloses determining for each screen field a screen field identifier 
(e.g., Screen Name, Field Name, Fig. 27), and one or more screen field location 
identifiers (e.g., Field Row, Field column and Field Length, Fig. 27). 

Yoshikawa further discloses that prior to accessing a screen containing the 
screen fields (column 3, lines 50-57, column 14, lines 52-64), storing (see Fig. 13, 
column 13, lines 6-9, 46-61) in a screen definition information (or configuration file) the 
screen field identifier (e.g., Screen Name, Field Name, Fig. 27), and the one or more 
screen field location identifiers (e.g., Field Row, Field column and Field Length, Fig. 27) 
for each screen field of the plurality of screen fields. 

Yoshikawa further discloses obtaining the unit of data (see Figs. 7, 13 or 27) for 
one or more of the screen fields of the screen by finding the location (Row, Column 
fields) of the screen fields for the screen by the screen field location identifiers of the 
stored screen definition information (or configuration file) (column 13, lines 6-61). 

While Yoshikawa's screen definition information ("configuration file") comprises 
several location identifiers including row, column and length field identifiers, but a 
screen number field identifier is not shown. IBM discloses screen design facility, 
wherein IBM discloses several screen fields at least including a screen field identifier, a 
unique sequential screen Id (IBM, see the first page). 

Yoshikawa and IBM are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the unique screen id of IBM with location identifiers of 
Yoshikawa. 

The suggestion /motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator 
access to a particular screen in the event that multiple screens are created with same 
screen name (IBM, see the first page). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with IBM to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 1 . 
With regard to claim 2: 

Yoshikawa further discloses determining that a screen field location identifier for 
a relocated screen field has changed (column 17, lines 52-55, column 27, lines 24-49). 

Yoshikawa further discloses determining an updated screen field location 
identifier for the relocated screen field (column 27, lines 24-49). 

Yoshikawa further discloses storing in the configuration file the updated screen 
field location identifier for the relocated screen field (column 17, lines 52-55, column 27, 
lines 24-49). 
With regard to claim 3: 

Yoshikawa relates to and discloses an online application processing system and 
method for performing application processing by gaining access to a host computer 
(also called a general-purpose or mainframe computer) via communication means. (Col. 
1, lines 5-14). 
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Yoshikawa discloses that prior to accessing a screen containing screen fields, 
accessing a screen field screen definition information (or configuration file) for a legacy 
computer system, the screen field configuration file storing screen field information 
(column 3, lines 50-57, column 14, lines 52-64). 

Yoshikawa further discloses identifying one or more screen fields, each identified 
screen field having a screen field identifier and one or more screen field location 
identifiers stored in the configuration file (Fig. 27). 

Yoshikawa further discloses creating one or more screen field objects (Figs. 27) 
each screen field object corresponding to an identified screen field (Fig. 27, column 28, 
lines 7-21). 

Yoshikawa further discloses obtaining data of a screen by referencing the one or 
more screen field objects to find the screen fields corresponding to the data (Fig: 8, Fig. 
3, Fig. 7, or 27, column 10, lines 4-16, column 10, lines 63-column 11, lines 13). 
While Yoshikawa's screen definition information ("configuration file") comprises several 
location identifiers including row, column and length field identifiers, but a screen 
number field identifier is not shown. IBM discloses screen design facility, wherein IBM 
discloses several screen fields at least including a screen field identifier, a unique 
sequential screen Id (IBM, see the first page). 

Yoshikawa and IBM are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the unique screen id of IBM with location identifiers of 
Yoshikawa. 

The suggestion /motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator 
access to a particular screen in the event that multiple screens are created with same 
screen name (IBM, see the first page). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with IBM to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 3. 
With regard to claim 4: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field object includes screen field 
identifier information (see Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 5: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier information includes a 
screen field identifier and one or more screen field location identifiers (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 6: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen field 
name identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 7: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen 
name identifier and a screen field name identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 9: 
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Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen location identifiers 
include a screen field horizontal position identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 10: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen location identifiers 
include a screen field vertical position identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 1 1 : 

Yoshikawa further discloses that one or more screen location identifiers include a 
screen field length identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 13: 

Yoshikawa discloses a system for accessing data via a legacy computer (Fig. 1 ). 

Yoshikawa discloses a legacy computer system (Fig. 1 , #1 or Fig. 2) to display at 
least one unit of data in a screen field of a screen provided within a display of a terminal 
(Fig. 2, #14, column 8, and lines 49-60). 

Yoshikawa further discloses an application (Fig. 1 , #40) to access the at least 
one unit of data, the at least one unit of data associated with the screen field (column 3, 
lines 12-19, 39-49, column 6, lines 47-58); 

Yoshikawa further discloses screen definition information ("a configuration file") 
(fig. 1, #6), the configuration file to store a screen field identifier and one or more screen 
location identifiers associated with the screen field (column 6, lines 27-46, column 7, 
lines 65-67), wherein the screen definition information ("configuration file") is generated 
in advance of and prior to analysis of the screen provided within the display (column 3, 
lines 50-57). 
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While Yoshikawa's screen definition information ("configuration file") comprises 
several location identifiers including row, column and length field identifiers, but a 
screen number field identifier is not shown. IBM discloses screen design facility, 
wherein IBM discloses several screen fields at least including a screen field identifier, a 
unique sequential screen Id (IBM, see the first page). 

Yoshikawa and IBM are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the unique screen id of IBM with location identifiers of 
Yoshikawa. 

The suggestion /motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator 
access to a particular screen in the event that multiple screens are created with same 
screen name (IBM, see the first page). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with IBM to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 13. 
With regard to claim 14: 

Yoshikawa further discloses a screen field object (Fig. 7 or 27), the screen field 
object corresponding to the screen field (column 6, lines 27-46, Fig. 7 or 27). 
With regard to claim 15: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the application (Fig. 1, #40) accesses the 
screen definition information ("configuration file") to generate a screen field object, the 
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screen field object corresponding to the screen field (column 6, lines 47-column 7, lines 
18). 

With regard to claim 16: 

Yoshikawa discloses a host terminal 14 (Fig. 2), wherein the host terminal 
includes only keyboard and screen with no processing capability (no microprocessor), 
that is, it is a dumb terminal (column 5, lines 50-52, column 8, lines 49-60) 
With regard to claim 17: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the terminal (Fig. 2, #14) displays data in a 
plurality of screen fields (Fig. 3, column 8, lines 64-column 9, lines 19, column 25, lines 
62-column 26, lines 9). 
With regard to claim 19: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that each screen field of the plurality of screen fields 
has an associated screen field identifier and one or more screen field location identifiers 
(Fig. 27). 

With regard to claim 20: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that each screen field of the plurality of screen fields 
has an associated screen field position, the associated screen field position including a 
row position and a column position (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 21 : 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen field 
name (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 22: 
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Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen 
name and a screen field name (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 23: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen field location identifiers 
include a screen row identifier and a screen column identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 24: 

Yoshikawa relates to and discloses an online application processing system and 
method for performing application processing by gaining access to a host computer 
(also called a general-purpose or mainframe computer ) via communication means. (Col. 
1, lines 5-14). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for identifying a screen field of an application, 
the screen field associated with at least a unit of data contained in a screen (Fig. 27, 
column 18, lines 60-67, column 19, lines 1-18). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for determining a screen field identifier and a 
screen field location identifier for the screen field (Fig. 27, column 19, lines 51-column 
20, lines 8). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for storing (see Fig. 13, column 13, lines 6-9, 
46-61 ) in a configuration file prior to analyzing the screen the screen field identifier and 
the one or more screen field location identifiers for the screen field (column 3, lines 50- 
57, column 14, lines 52-64), storing (see Fig. 13, column 13, lines 6-9, 46-61). 



Application/Control Number: 09/921 ,658 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2173 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for obtaining the unit of data from the screen 
field of the screen by referencing the screen definition information (6) ("configuration 
file") (Fig. 27, column 13, lines 6-61). 

While Yoshikawa's screen definition information ("configuration file") comprises 
several location identifiers including row, column and length field identifiers, but a 
screen number field identifier is not shown. IBM discloses screen design facility, 
wherein IBM discloses several screen fields at least including a screen field identifier, a 
unique sequential screen Id (IBM, see the first page). 

Yoshikawa and IBM are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the unique screen id of IBM with location identifiers of 
Yoshikawa. 

The suggestion /motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator 
access to a particular screen in the event that multiple screens are created with same 
screen name (IBM, see the first page). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with IBM to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 24. 
With regard to claim 25: 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for determining that a screen field location 
identifier of the one or more screen field location identifiers for the screen field has 
changed (column 17, lines 52-55, column 27, lines 24-49). 
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Yoshikawa further discloses a step for determining an updated screen field 
location identifier for the screen field (column 27, lines 24-49). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for storing in the configuration file the updated 
screen field location identifier for the screen field (column 17, lines 52-55, column 27, 
lines 24-49). 
With regard to claim 26: 

Yoshikawa relates to and discloses an online application processing system and 
method for performing application processing by gaining access to a host computer 
(also called a general-purpose or mainframe computer) via communication means. (Col. 
1, lines 5-14). 

Yoshikawa discloses a step for accessing a screen field configuration file for a 
legacy computer system, the screen field configuration file storing screen field 
information (column 14, lines 52-64). Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen fields 
screen definition information ("configuration file") existing in advance of a screen field 
containing screen fields corresponding to the screen field information (column 3, lines 
50-57, column 14, lines 52-64). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for identifying one or more screen fields, each 
identified screen field having a screen field identifier and one or more screen field 
location identifiers stored in the configuration file (Fig. 27, column 19, lines 51 -column 
20, lines 9). 
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Yoshikawa further discloses a step for creating one or more screen field objects, 
each screen field object corresponding to an identified screen field (Fig. 27, column 28, 
lines 7-21). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for obtaining data from the screen field of the 
screen by referencing the screen field objects (Fig. 8, column 10, lines 4-16, column 10, 
lines 63-column 11, lines 13). 

While Yoshikawa's screen definition information ("configuration file") comprises 
several location identifiers including row, column and length field identifiers, but a 
screen number field identifier is not shown. IBM discloses screen design facility, 
wherein IBM discloses several screen fields at least including a screen field identifier, a 
unique sequential screen Id (IBM, see the first page). 

Yoshikawa and IBM are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the unique screen id of IBM with location identifiers of 
Yoshikawa. 

The suggestion /motivation for doing so would have been to allow the operator 
access to a particular screen in the event that multiple screens are created with same 
screen name (IBM, see the first page). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with IBM to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 26. 
With regard to claim 27: 
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Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen field 
name identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 28: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen location identifiers 
include a screen field horizontal position identifier and a screen field vertical position 
identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 29: 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for executing an application (GUI application 
40), the application to interface with a terminal (14) of a legacy computer system (1 ) 
(column 6, lines 47-column 7, lines 17). 

Yoshikawa further discloses a step for accessing at least a unit of data 
associated with the one or more screen fields by referencing the one or more screen 
field objects (column 6, lines 47-58, column 8, lines 4-18). 
With regard to claim 30: 

Independent claim 30 corresponds generally to independent claim 26 and recites 
similar features in System form, and therefore is rejected under the same rationale. 
With regard to claim 31 : 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen 
name identifier and a screen field name identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 32: 
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Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen location identifiers 
include a screen field horizontal position identifier and a screen field vertical position 
identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 33: 

Independent claim 33 corresponds generally to independent claim 26 and recites 
similar features in Computer-readable medium form, and therefore is rejected under the 
same rationale. 
With regard to claim 34: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the screen field identifier includes a screen 
name identifier and a screen field name identifier (Fig. 27). 
With regard to claim 35: 

Yoshikawa further discloses that the one or more screen location identifiers 
include a screen field horizontal position identifier and a screen field vertical position 
identifier (Fig. 27). 

4. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshikawa et al (US Pat No 6.061 .51 6) in view of Janav et al (US Pat No. 5,530,961 ). 
With regard to claim 18: 

Yoshikawa discloses a host terminal 14 (Fig. 2), wherein the host terminal 
includes keyboard and screen with no processing power (microprocessor), that is, a 
dumb terminal, but it is not clearly described as a 3270 terminal. Janay describes a 
3270 terminal (column 1, lines 34-36). 
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Yoshikawa and Janay are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, interacting with legacy system. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to substitute the host terminal (14) which is a dumb terminal for 3270 
terminal because after all one skilled in the computer art knows that 3270 terminal is 
also a dumb terminal. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoshikawa with Janay to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 18. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed August 15, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The applicant argues that Yoshikwa offers no implied teaching, 
suggestion or motivation to use a screen number in conjunction with identifying, 
determining or storing each screen field." The applicant further argues "... it is also true 
IBM offers no implied teaching, suggestion or motivation to utilize a screen number 
other than to prevent human error." And the applicant concludes "Because the cited 
combination of Yoshikawa and IBM fails due to the lack of motivation to modify 
Yoshikawa based on IBM, the claims are allowable over the cited combination for at 
least these reasons. Accordingly, for at least these reasons, amended claims 1 , 3, 13, 
24, 26, 30 and 33 are allowable over any potential combination of Yoshikawa in view of 
IBM. The Examiner disagrees because the combination of Yoshikawa in view of IBM 
teaches the amended claims as recited in the current invention. Regarding the 
motivation argument, although Yoshikawa is silent about teaching a reason why a 
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screen number is necessary, the IBM reference, however, describes a motivation to 
combine, that is, IBM suggests the screen ID identifies a screen, and accessing a 
particular screen by its screen name or identifier. Furthermore, the assigning of a 
unique sequential ID to a screen allow the operator access to a particular screen 
without worrying for a multiple screen names (IBM, see the first page). 

CONCLUSION 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571 ) 273- 
4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:00 - 630 ET. If attempts 
to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John 
Cabeca, can be reached at (571 ) 273-4048 Art Unit 21 73. 
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8. An inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



Tadesse Hailu 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 
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